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tion, and sorrow for his death as a national loss; or did they
look upon that death as a joyful release to them from the
tyianny of a usurper who embezzled the moneys of the
State and enriched himself at their expense? It is incon-
testable that the former, and not the latter, was the view they
held, and the evidence which such a fact supplies is abso-
lutely conclusive upon the whole matter.74

Loienzo's funeral was, in accordance with his own in-
structions, an unostentatious one. He was buried, like his
great-grandfather and father, in the Old Sacristy in San Lo-
renzo, in the same tomb with his brother Giuliano. From
thence, however, his and Giuhano's remains were, sixty-seven
years afterwards, removed to the New Sacristy, which had
by that time been added to the church. Lorenzo and Giuliano
lie buried under the end wall of this sacristy, that opposite to
the altar."5

It is, however, strange to record that no monument marks
the grave of the great Lorenzo the Magnificent; while we
see that the absence of such a monument actually in course
of time caused a doubt as to where he was buried. Michel-
angelo was to have executed a monument for his tomb, but
left Florence without doing so; and so matters have remained
ever since. Probably this is chiefly because none have since
liked to propose the erection of a monument which by its
situation would challenge comparison with the only two other
tombs in the chapel, the masterpieces of Michelangelo. No
doubt the difficulty ib a considerable one, at the same time
it seems, from a national point of view, a gieat pity that it
should work such a result. If one may venture to suggest,
possibly the difficulty might be met by placing on the wall
over the tomb a large black marble slab, perfectly plain,
with simply the name Lorenzo il Magmfico on it, and year
of birth and death, without any other words; it would rely
for impressiveness solely on its size, massiveness, and abso-
lute plainness.76 Such a monument would avoid alf clashing
with Michelangelo's masterpieces, while it would be in ao